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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (currently amended) A writing implement having a grip 
structure in which a grip is provided in a grip portion of a 
barrel, 

wherein the grip of the grip structure is made of a gel 

substance capable of preserving its own shape without the 

applicatio n of external forces thereto. 

2. (currently amended) A writing implement having a grip 
structure in which a grip using a gel substance capable o£ 
preserving its own shape without the application of external, forces 
thereto is provided in a grip portion of a barrel. 

3. (original) The writing implement according to claim 2, 
comprising an outer coat covering the grip portion of the barrel, 
wherein the gel substance is located between the outer coat and the 
barrel and comes in direct contact with the barrel. 

4. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
comprising a centering member for positioning the outer coat 
coax.ially with the barrel between the outer coat and the barrel 
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5- (original) The writing implement according to claim 4, 
wherein the centering member is provided with an opening which 
allows a space between the outer coat and the barrel to communicate 
with the outside of the space. 

6. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
wherein the outer coat is provided with an opening which allows a 
space between the ouler coat and the barrel to communicate with the 
outside of the space - 

7. (currently amended) The writing implement according to 
claim 5, wherein the gel substance be formed is formed by injecting 
a sol substance, which is a raw material, through the opening and 
by crosslinking the sol substance under a predetermined condition. 

8. (original) The writing implement according to claim 6, 
wherein the gel substance be formed by injecting a sol substance, 
which is a raw material, through the opening and by crosslinking 
the sol substance under a predetermined condition. 

9. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
wherein an end of the outer coat is in contact with the whole 
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circumference of the barrel, and another end of the outer coat is 
in contact with the barrel at three points. 

10. (currently amended) The writing implement according to 
claim 9, wherein the gel substance be formed is formed by injecting 
a sol substance, which is a raw material, through a gap between the 
outer coat and the barrel at an end where the outer coat is in 
contact with the barrel at three points and by crosslinking the sol 
substance under a predetermined condition. 

11. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
wherein 

a collar portion annularly projecting towards outside is 
provided near the front end of the grip portion of the barrel; 

an annular convex portion annularly projecting towards inside 
is provided on the internal surface near the front end of the outer 
coat; and 

the annular convex portion is in close contact with the collar 
portion. 

12. (original) The writing implement according to claim 4, 
wherein the centering member is so provided as to project outward 
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near the rear end of the grip portion o£ the barrel, and the rear 
end of the outer coat is in close contact with the centering 
member . 

13. (original) The writing implement according to claim 4, 
wherein 

a collar portion annularly projecting towards outside is 
provided near the front end of the grip portion o£ the barrel; 

the centering member is so provided as to project outward near 
the rear end of the grip portion of the barrel; 

an annular convex portion annularly projecting towards inside 
is provided on the internal surface near the front end of the outer 
coaL; 

the annular convex portion is in close contact with the collar 
portion; and 

the rear end of the outer coat is in close contact with the 
centering member. 

14. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
wherein the barrel, the outer coat, and the gel substance are 
transparent . 
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15. (original) The writing implement according to claim 3, 
wherein 

a writing point and a ferrule are provided at the front end of 
the barrel; 

the front end portion of the outer coat is in contact with the 
ferrule; and 

the outside diameter of the outer coat in the contact portion 
is smaller than the outside diameter of the ferrule in the contact 
portion. 

16. (original) The writing implement according to claim 12, 
wherein 

a writing point is provided at the front end of the barrel; 

the barrel is formed by a front barrel and a rear barrel; 

the centering member is so provided as to project outward near 
the rear end of the grip portion of the front barrel; 

the rear end of the outer coat is in close contact with the 
centering member; and 

a contact portion between the outer coat and the centering 
member is covered by the rear barrel when the front barrel is 
engaged with the rear barrel. 
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17. (original) The writing implement according to claim 13, 
wherein 

a writing point is provided at the front end of the barrel; 

the barrel is formed by a front barrel and a rear barrel; , 

the centering member is so provided as to project outward near 
the rear end of the grip portion of the front barrel ; 

the rear end of the outer coat is in close contact with the 
centering member; and 

a contact portion between the outer coat and the centering 
member is covered by the rear barrel when the front barrel is 



engaged with the rear barrel, 

18, (oriqinal) The writing implement according to claim 15, 
wherein the barrel, the outer coat, and the gel substance are 
transparent. 

19. (original) The writing implement according to claim 16, 
wherein the barrel, the outer coat, and the gel substance are 
transparent. 
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20. (original) The writing implement according to claim 17, 
wherein the barrel, the outer coat, and the gel substance are 
transparent. 
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